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It is commonly presumed that Jewish law regards human life
as a paramount value. Early rabbinic sources, however,
grapple with the tensions between human life and alternate
ideals such as rabbinic authority and personal autonomy. This
lecture centers on a Talmudic discussion concerning the Yom
Kippur fast, uncovering the fascinating interplay between
competing legal values.
Individually packaged meals will be available after the lecture
for in-person guests. Dietary laws will be observed.
In-person registration is required for entrance into the
building.
**Masks are required in all indoor locations per University of
Pennsylvania's guidelines**
For the most up to date information about the University of
Pennsylvania's COVID 19 guidelines on events, including guests
being on campus, mask wearing, eating, etc...,
visit https://coronavirus.upenn.edu/content/events-and-
gatherings.
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CLE Credits Available
This program has been approved for 1.0 Substantive CLE credits for Pennsylvania lawyers.
CLE credit may be available in other jurisdictions as well. Attendees seeking CLE credit
should make a payment via the online registration link in the amount of $40.00 ($20.00
public interest/non-profit attorneys). In order to receive the appropriate amount of credit,
passwords provided throughout the program must be noted in your evaluation form.
Penn Law Alumni receive CLE credits free through The W.P. Carey Foundation’s generous
commitment to Lifelong Learning.
Featuring the 2021-2022 Gruss
Professor of Talmudic Law
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Dr. Ayelet Hoffmann Libson
Associate Professor of Law at the Harry Radzyner Law School at the Interdisciplinary Center,
Herzliya
Monday, September 13, 2021
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Carey Law School 
In-person registration is required for entrance into the building.
Virtual Attendance is Available
About the Speaker
Dr. Ayelet Hoffmann Libson is a scholar of Talmud and Jewish law and serves as
Associate Professor of Law at the Harry Radzyner Law School at the Interdisciplinary
Center, Herzliya. Previously, she was the Gruss Visiting Professor of Talmudic
Jurisprudence at Harvard Law School. She specializes in rabbinic law, the relationship
between law and religion, and the history of Jewish law.
Professor Libson received a B.A. from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and an M.A.
and Ph.D. in Talmud from New York University. She has also pursued advanced graduate
study in Talmud and Jewish Law at the MaTaN Advanced Talmud Institute and at the
Beit Morasha Program in Jewish Law, both in Jerusalem.
Professor Libson teaches courses on rabbinic literature, the history of Jewish law, and
the intersection between religion and human rights. Her publications have appeared in
journals such as Jewish Quarterly Review, American Journal of Legal History, AJS
Review and Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, and her first book is Law and Self-
Knowledge in the Talmud (Cambridge University Press, 2018).
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